
From: Crossland, Ronnie
To: Smith, Monica; Petersen, Chris; Loesel, Matthew; Adams, Adam; Mason, Steve; Rauscher, Jon
Subject: FW: Update 2: R12/Air and Fire/Smoke and Naphtha/Intercontinental Terminals - Deer Park Terminal/Significant

Incident/Notification Report to State Legislators
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 1:13:26 PM

 
 

From: Kelly Cook <kelly.cook@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 11:25 AM
To: Crossland, Ronnie <Crossland.Ronnie@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Update 2: R12/Air and Fire/Smoke and Naphtha/Intercontinental Terminals - Deer Park
Terminal/Significant Incident/Notification Report to State Legislators
 
FYI
 

From: Jonathan Walling 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 11:10 AM
To: HSNotify <HSNotify@tceq.texas.gov>; IGR <IGR@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Update 2: R12/Air and Fire/Smoke and Naphtha/Intercontinental Terminals - Deer Park
Terminal/Significant Incident/Notification Report to State Legislators
 

Update No. 2

As of 2:00 am March 19, 2019, there were up to 10 tanks engaged in the fire, two of which are
empty. 

Weston Solutions conducted air monitoring down wind of the fire and followed the plume
according to weather conditions.  No readings of concern have been noted.

Harris County Pollution Control Services is conducting air monitoring and continues to
address complaints that have been received by their office. 

TCEQ Monitoring Division began conducting air monitoring in the Galleria area on March 18,
2019,  the TCEQ Region 12 Office conducted monitoring into the morning hours on March
19, 2019 and continues to conduct monitoring.  Based on the latest field observations, no
readings of concern have been noted by region staff.

The foam and fire water runoff is being flushed into a ditch that leads to outfall 003 and then Tucker
Bayou.  ITC is conducting hourly water sampling at the outfall and has not yet provided sampling
data.  The Coast Guard sent a small boat into Tucker Bayou for a visual inspection of impacts to the
waterway.  Some residual foam was observed in the bayou. 

The facility is still currently attempting to empty tank 80-008 containing Naphtha. The other
tanks are not being emptied due to safety reasons.  ITC has hired a contractor to assist in fire-
fighting efforts.   The current Incident Commander for ITC is Hector Cadena.

Two STEERs reports for the fire-related emissions events have been submitted to the TCEQ.
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Report No. 304871 was submitted on March 18, 2019 at 10:05 a.m. for Tank 80-008. Report
No. 304942 was submitted on March 18, 2019 at 4:56 p.m. for Tanks 80-002, 80-003, 80-005,
80-006, 80-011, and 80-013.

HOUSTON DEER PARK (CAMS 35)
The TCEQ ambient monitoring station at Houston Deer Park (CAMS 35) experienced operational
issues with the AutoGC sampler, indicated by quality control failures on March 11.  Therefore, data
were invalidated back to the previous passing daily QC check which was March 10.  Only the AutoGC
was affected; other samplers at this monitoring station continued to operate normally.
 
The TCEQ contractor performed the repair March 13-16, 2019.  Following this repair, the contractor
must run a 1-point QC check, followed by a multi-point check typically completed within a few days. 
The instrument passed the 1-point QC check at 8:00 am on Saturday, March 16, 2019.  The
instrument resumed ambient data collection at 11:00 am on Saturday, March 16, 2019, the day
before the fire.
 
The instrument continued to collect ambient data throughout the day on Sunday, March 17, 2019
and into Monday, March 18, 2019 until 5:00 am.  The contractor began the multi-point check at 6:00
am on Monday, March 18, 2019.  This QC check is required in the days following a repair.
 
The multi-point check was completed and ambient data collection has resumed as of 1:00 pm,
Monday, March 18, 2019.
    
The ambient data collected from Saturday, March 16, 2019 through early Monday, March 18, 2019,
have undergone preliminary review and are within required quality standards. 
 
The valid ambient AutoGC data collection resumed at 1:00 pm CST on march 18, 2019 and data
appears ambient and consistent with normal trends.
 
TCEQ Region 12 Environmental Investigators, TCEQ Monitoring Division, Harris Co., EPA contractor
Weston Solutions, CTEH, and Houston HAZMAT are continuing to conduct air monitoring across the
affected area.  EPA estimated that a Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer will arrive on site on Thursday,
March 21, 2019.
 
The TCEQ continues to be engaged with Unified Command on a 24-hour basis.
 
 
 
 

 
Update No. 1
 
The responders on scene are Channel Industries Mutual Aid (CIMA), Houston Port Authority, Harris
County Hazmat (HC Hazmat), Harris County Pollution Control Services (HCPCS), United States Coast
Guard (USCG), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)/Weston Solutions. Todd Teague is the
Incident Commander with CIMA, and Carl Kelly is the Incident Commander for ITC. EPA, TCEQ, and



local authorities are coordinating with the first responders.
 
TCEQ staff were present overnight and will continue to have a presence onsite throughout the
event. 
 
The fire started at 10 AM (3/17/19) at Tank 080-008. The responders have not estimated the
duration of the event. Tank No. 080-008 held 74,000 bbl. of naphtha (3.1 million gallons). As of 4:30
AM (3/18/19), there were at least eight tanks reported to be engaged in the fire in some manner
(e.g., insulation; piping manifold). The contents of these tanks are petroleum fuels and solvents. The
remaining six tanks at the tank farm contain gasoline blend stock (e.g., pyrolysis gas).
 
Air monitoring in the area and downwind conducted by local, state, and federal agencies (HCPCS,
Houston Port Authority, HC Hazmat, TCEQ) have had no findings of concern. ITC contracted with
CTEH and 24 HR Safety to conduct air monitoring and have had no findings above established action
levels. CTEH drafted and submitted an air monitoring plan to Incident Command.
 
Air monitoring will continue to be conducted by the RP, TCEQ, and other state, federal, and local
authorities.  Additional monitoring equipment and TCEQ staff arrived onsite on 3/18/19.
 
The City of Deer Park expanded the initial shelter-in-place to include the whole city at approximately
1:20 PM (3/17/19).  At 6:00 AM (3/18/19), the City of Deer Park announced that the shelter-in-place
was lifted. Also, all Deer Park and La Porte independent School District campuses will be closed
3/18/19. Please see links below:
 
http://www.ci.deer-park.tx.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=979
 
https://www.lpisd.org/
 
A release of fire water to the stormwater system occurred. Flow left the plant property at
stormwater outfall No. 003 into a ditch that leads to the Houston Ship Channel (HSC) which is over
one mile downsteam.  Booms have been placed in the ditch to prevent the fire water from reaching
the HSC.
 
The TCEQ Emergency Management Strike Team is enroute to assist and contribute to the response
efforts.
 
 
 

From: Jonathan Walling 
Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2019 2:48 PM
To: HSNotify <HSNotify@tceq.texas.gov>
Cc: IGR <IGR@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Initial/R12/Air and Fire/Smoke and Naphtha/Intercontinental Terminals - Deer Park
Terminal/Significant Incident/Notification Report to State Legislators
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On March 17, 2019 at approximately 10:00 a.m., Intercontinental Terminals Deer
Park (ITC) experienced a fire at their tank farm. The incident was reported
through Chemtel No. 20190902 at 12:13 p.m. and NRC No. 1240304 at 12:29
p.m. The ITC representative indicated that the fire was in a tank that contained
naphtha and may burn for an unknown amount of time.  Mr. Hill, HCPCS, stated
there were road closures but it is unknown which specific locations were closed at
this time. 

Mr. Craig Hill, Field Manager for Harris County Pollution Control Services
(HCPCS), stated that they currently have investigators out in the field conducting
air monitoring (benzene).  ITC representatives stated they would also be
conducting air monitoring.  At this time, the specifics regarding the air monitoring
location(s) is not known to the ERC.

The ERC Tina Tran was dispatched to the site and arrived on-scene at
approximately 1:45 p.m. The ERC will evaluate the incident and provide
update(s).

A shelter-in-place was enacted for the north end of the City of Deer Park by city
emergency personnel.

There is media coverage on this incident event:

https://abc13.com/shelter-in-place-issued-for-deer-park-after-facility-
fire/5200816/

https://www.khou.com/article/news/local/shelter-in-place-issued-in-deer-park-
due-to-fire-burning-at-plant/285-30ca8f2d-f977-4b38-b2ca-a1f76f6140b5

https://www.12newsnow.com/article/news/shelter-in-place-issued-in-deer-park-
due-to-tank-fire/502-30ca8f2d-f977-4b38-b2ca-a1f76f6140b5

https://www.click2houston.com/news/fire-reported-inside-itc-deer-park-facility-
day-after-exxon-plant-fire

A STEERS report will be submitted for this event as needed.

SitRep

Type of Incident: Air Release

TCEQ Notification Type: Significant Incident

Notification Status:  Initial

General Incident Information:

Type of Incident: Fire
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Date:  3/17/2019

Time Incident Started:  1000 hours

Time TCEQ Notified: The TCEQ has received SERC and NRC notifications at
1213 and 1229 hours  

TCEQ Region: 12- Houston

Responsible Party (RP)/Regulated Entity Information/Incident Location

RP/Regulated Entity Name: Intercontinental Terminals Deer Park Terminal
RN Number: RN100210806
Incident location: 1943 Independence Pkwy S
City: La Porte
County:  Harris
RP Contact Name and Information: Mr. Mike Taylor  

Specific Incident Information:

Description of Event / Cause: On March 17, 2019 at approximately 10:00 a.m.,
Intercontinental Terminals Deer Park (ITC) experienced a fire at their tank farm.
ITC evacuated personnel. A shelter-in-place was enacted for the north end of the
City of Deer Park by city emergency personnel. ERC Tina Tran was dispatched to
the site at approximately 1245 hours and arrived at approximately 1345 hours.
The ERC will evaluate the incident and provide an update/assessment.

Material Released: Smoke

Amount Released: Unknown

Affected Media: Air

Injuries or Fatalities: None Reported

Other Risks: N/A

Current Response:

TCEQ Response: ERC Tina Tran dispatched at 1245 hours; arrived 1345 hours

TCEQ Responder Name and Contact Information: Ms. Tina Tran

Incident Commander Name and Contact Information: Unknown

Other Federal, State, or Local Authorities on Site: Harris County Pollution
Services

Other Pertinent Information, If Applicable:

Weather: 59 degrees F



Wind Direction: 9 miles per hour from the Northeast

Potentially Impacted Receptors: Surrounding land use is commercial and
residential. The nearest sensitive receptor is a subdivision about 2 miles SSW.

Other: None  

** PLEASE NOTE: This notification is based on the initial report of a spill / release / emission event / threat / or
other such occurrence received by TCEQ. Since this notification may contain preliminary information, the
TCEQ cannot verify the types or quantities of releases at this time and cannot make any definitive
determination about the potential danger to human health or the environment as a result of this release. Specific
chemicals, quantities, and the identified risk to human health and safety or environment may change as more
information becomes available. TCEQ is providing the information available for the incident at the time of the
notification. Staff may not have all the information requested on this Template.
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